
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 26 June 2003] 

 p9414b-9415a 
Mr Peter Watson; Acting Speaker 

 [1] 

AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.50 pm]:  I refer to an issue that is dear to the hearts of many Western 
Australians - Aussie rules football.  I refer in particular to the deplorable situation of interstate teams being 
unfairly treated during the finals series of the Australian Football League, which is more like the Victorian 
Football League in disguise.   
I accept that the AFL grand final will be played at the Melbourne Cricket Ground.  However, it is beyond belief 
that two interstate teams could be compelled to play the grand final in Melbourne.  The AFL claims that it has 
been unable to change the view held by the Melbourne Cricket Club and, as a result, one finals match each week 
will be played at the MCG even if the two clubs that compete in the match are not based in Victoria.  That is a 
restrictive arrangement of the kind that former AFL commissioner and new Chairman of the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission, Graeme Samuel, must consider highly objectionable.  There is no 
doubt about the success of interstate teams in the AFL.  The VFL and the AFL have been propped up by licence 
fees, interstate teams and the big television rights deal that was based on the notion that the AFL was a truly 
national competition.   

One look at the AFL ladder shows that six of the top eight teams are from States other than Victoria.  It is 
unacceptable to force those teams, which make up three-quarters of the teams likely to play in the finals, to play 
other interstate teams in Melbourne.  This is the height of Victorian parochialism.  Those teams will have earned 
the right to play a grand final in their home State.  For far too long other States have put up with the small-state 
syndrome from Victorians, in not just football, but all sports.  The AFL rapes and plunders the Western 
Australian country leagues and gives nothing in return.  My solution to this unacceptable state of play is simple: 
Victorian teams should have their own league and each year they could nominate two teams that are worthy of 
belonging to the AFL.  Two teams could come from WA and South Australia, and New South Wales and 
Queensland could provide one team each.  The league would comprise eight teams and be capable of including 
Tasmania and the Territories in the franchise.  I am proud to be a Western Australian and I am proud to support 
Western Australian teams.  I want to see our boys playing finals football in September at Subiaco.   

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.D. McRae):  Thank you, Sam Kekovich! 
 


